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uc~c - Nor~o~ 
AJD - Gulf;-ort 

Hueneme 
aep- dy te - 1 Dec'42 
left ~~ - 16 Dec ' 42 
~estl~tioo - A4Q~-i3 ~~ A-Ie. -BKe.el~. Pelellu 

~ 
3~r:l C3 sbec.u1ed to depart. No!"folk cn 16 Wov'42 tor Gulfport. (l'WXI:n435-11-42) 
Arrived (;.ul!oort 18 Nov'42 !Uld departed 26 NoY'42. (OinC ltr to Budocks) 
Arrived Buen~me 30 lTl)v'42. (Memo to Lt. Oomdr. ray trom CRpt. Thibault) j-~ <: :;J r ' . 

~3rd CB !"~ported for duty ~t Acorn la.(Red) . 
Acorn ~ at White Popp,y - Const. MPzenta p.1r field And overbBnl tec111tiel. 
The "!:!;:oi CE is located at Russell h. (Acorn 1:3). (ComNavBe.sftsSoPac are,.. to 
Co~So~~~ s~~. ltr dtd 5-11-43) 
Report Feb. to A~r'43: 
14 F~b'4~ - 1st Echelon, consisting ot 18 officers and 650 men, .al1ed.trom~ 
~oumee ~! arrived Koli Point 18 Feb'43. 2nd Echelon. consisting of 2 of_ieers 
and 99 men. to Io1i Point 24 Peb'43. 3rd Echelon, consisting of 3 officers and 
257 men. to Koli Poi~t 28 ?eb'43. Loading detall.2 officer. and 10 men.to Ko11 
Point 11 . ar'43. :Battalion sh.rted If'llving Xoli Pt. 20 reb.'43 and all arrived 
Jt.~asell Is. by 1~ Apr' 43. Ba OUCH for dut,. (pencil lIelIIO fromAcorn 3 dissolved. 33ri ~ ordered tf) ae 
Lt. Jerem1~ 6/15/43) 

... 

33M C.B, 

1 Jun l 43 report of 33rd. OJ! - operating at Banikaa la., ltueeella. 

1 Nov'43 report of 33rd CB - Thi. batt vaa detached trom Ruesell I!. ~bout 19 

NOV'4~ ~d f)rdered to ~uckland. N.Z. for rehabilitation. (RHO) 

33rd CB operating at Green Is. accordtcg to unofficial report (Yeo. Wolt new~per

reports) .
1 Feb t 44 report of 33rd CB - Left Auckla.nd, W.Z. 9 Jen'44 p..nd arrived fAt Ru88ell 
Is. 23 Jan'44. (1 'eb 44 report)' 
22nd P..e~. 1 Feb' 44 repot - 33rd CB atA&ing at Ru.ssellG pending movement to 
Green Is. 

1 Mar'44 report of 33rd 0.3. - Location not indicated e%cept with 22nd Reg. 

Located At Green Is. (AES 5/15/44) 

1 Apr'44 report of 33rd CB - operating at Green Is. 

I MAy'44 report of 33rd CB - operating tlt Green Is. Estimated eomple tion d£.te 

is 15 May'44. 

1 Jun l 44 report f)f 33rd CB - operating at Green Is. 

1 Jul'44 report of 33rd CB - operating at Green Is. According to ComseroDsopac

for 2nd :!n!. 1td 20 Jul 44 the 33rd CB ha.s recently been ordered to the l ...t Mar' Div tor operational control, end as r~placement tor the 19th OB. 
33ni. OB located IJIt Green Is. - Arrived Noumea 

- Ru.sells 
" Auckland 
• Rue.ella 
.. Green h. 

(Data of 30rac ~s of 1 Jul'44) 

Jen'43 
'eb t 43 
Nov'43 
Jant~ 
Jea'44 

http:Auckla.nd


3i3r4 e.l. 
8-29-44 - 33rd ell arrived Bae ells from Green r~. 31 Jul l 44. (CRB Ru.saells A nIlP.l1gram 


150147 NOR 14G07 dtd 21 Aug l 44 to Com.8ronsopac _ Se4.) 

9- 6-44 - 33rd OB t"~rt dtd 1 Aug'¥- - operatiOllIl 'lt Green. Ie. secured 22 Jul l 44. Left 

Green h. as Jul t 44 and arrived at Russ lla 31 Jul'44. fbi. batt has beeD 
aSligned to the 1 t MarDiv to~ ope tional control in ~ torthco 1ng forward move. 

10-27-44 - Oine of the 33rd OE rp.quests the e timated time of departure of the reer ~chelon 
at Pavuvu, Rueeell~ - consists ~f 4 0~ficer8 and 177 men. (Sec. D1sp. to Com
servpec 172346 NC~ 7898 dtd 19 Oct'44) 

11-18.-44 - 1 Sepl44 report of 331'11 OB - Repon on hl11te4 Pel"lonnel I Dot nbmltte4 eWe 
to the fact that the record.a ud a re&l' echelon ( " ot~. &D4 1'17 an) were lett 
at th8 ataglD« baae when the Batt lett OD 1'1 aaaignaent ~ Jug''''.

11-21-44 - 1 Oct'44 report ot 33ri CJ - located at Pelel111. !be real" echelon ot 4 otficer. 
and 177 men are 'till at the rear bale Iteeing area. Batt was attached. to the 
lIt MarDiv and contact wit.h t.h en..., vaa OODttn110~' troll D-Da7 (16 Sep''") to 
dat ot Nport. 

11-21-44 -- The 33rd DB i~ located at Pe1eliu.(Is.Com Pelellu Sec. dis~ to rr~o 050300 NCR 

17~~8 dtd 17 Nov'44). 


12- 8-44 - 1 Novt44 report of 33rd C:8 - loeated at Pe1ellu. Bear Ichelon ot Batt aUll 

at the rear bal. Itaging area. Istlmated dat.e ot completion of 'll1 preeent17 

ala1ened tasks 1a 30 lov'44. lieport endorled b7 38th .Beg!l nt. 


12-13-44 - 33rd 0:8 located at Pele11u. (IIOo~lel1u Sec. D1sp. to 050 011016 dtd 9 D c'44) 
1-5-45 - 1 Dec'44 report of the 33rd 011 - location not ata ted. 1ieport. endorsed by the 

38th lteg1m811t. All organized. enemy rea11tance cealed on 27 No... t44 
1-13-45 - 33rd OB located at PAleliu. (IBCom Peleliu Sec D1sp to ONO 030037 d.·td 11 Jan'45) 

-- -- - ---_._-
Sard 0:8 -	 [I., 

1-16-45 - 1 Nov'44 report of the 38th Regiment - 33rd OB has been in the South and Central 
Paci:f'1c since Dec'42. Copies of letters ot commendPtion to 9 men of the 33rd. CB 
from the Hdqtrs First MarDiv commend, the vork ot the _n during the period 
15 Sep'44 to 27 Sep'44 While the Marines vere engaged with enemy Japanes~ forcee 
on Peleliu rs .• Palau Is. 

1-23-45 - 1 Dec'44 report of the 38th Reg. - As ot 1 Dec'44. the rear echelon ot the 33rd 
CB, comprhed. of 3 oft. and 189 men. had not arrived. on the base. OinO of the 
Reg. atrongly recommends that the 33rd. c:s be ~turned to the States tor rest and 
rehabUitation. Batt has been o...erleas a perioc[ ot 23 months. having lett. the 
U.S. on 18 Dec'42. ~hey have had a contlDuoul record. ot construction in forward 
and combat areal. They part icipat.ed in the tn...as1on ot the lblssell Islands. After 
approz 12 mos. the unit was withdrawn to New Zealand tor a period ot relt and re
cuperation. In li'eb t 44, they landed with the assault forces at Green I • and again 
in Sep'44, whil attached to the lit MarDt.... t.hey part.icipat.ed in the assault ot 
Pelel1u Is. 

2-7-45 - 33rcl c:B return to the U.S. approved - all rH~rsonnd '.tho ",111 have hR,d 24 months 
d tv or more will rt>turn. T~10SIi lesa than ?O montl1s( :) will b~ trensferr d to 
!"'om~ervTlac for further assignmpnt to ot~18r CenpElc as's. Return to be eff cted 
n:pon cO~'Pletion of work after no new !Ilajor projects are authoriud wh1o~1 requires 
tne serviceA of this CB. Comservpac directed to take necessary St~p8 to 8ff~ct 
tae return of th~ 33rn as subject to the _oregoing ~ualifications.(Clncpoaflt & 
?OEl c ,.n:r'. ltr Ser. 04711 dtd 18 Jan l 45 to Comserforpacflt). 

2-12-45 	- 1 Jan l 45 report of the 38th Reg. - The rear echelons of the 33rd and 731'd CB'11 

rejoined the !Min body of the batta at PeleHu on 10 Dec'44. This echelon con
sisted of 4 off. ~d 347 men. Arrival line 86 da¥a after "D" Day. 


http:part.icipat.ed
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33rd CB 

2-15-45 - Th. ~~re CB is 10 .aten at Pe1e1iu.(IsComPel elius Sec. dis~ to eNa 020415 dtd 

8 Feb 1.;5). 


2-15-45 - Co ;s er forpac!'l t ~onf. 5th ~no. ( on uinC 38th Reg. 1t r d t d 30 llov ' 44) Sl"~. 0397 
dta. 26 Je.n '45 - requests th:j.t all enlisted pers onnel of the 33rd CB with less than 
20 mont ils continlo11s ov"rSeR.S dut· be transferred to th 5th ];rg. for r.a981~ent . 

2- 21-45 - I Jan '45 r-~ort of th 33r d as - location not stated. Rrport endorsed by 38th Reg • 
.3.16~ - 1 ?eb' 45 report D-t. t he ~3_ - ·:l~t:t.9JrDDt: · .~te4.. ::· .t~t 4" e...ot comp-letton c" 

ot proj eta 1. 25 reb t 45 . Report endor d by the 38th g..u ot thb date, t 
offs. and 13 men have been attached to this batt tor duty 1n connection witb the 
tailor-made sparta _"O&rtg. sub-depot nov being ~ra.ted by the batt. It 1. understood 
that approx. 40 men are enrcnite to operate thi. 4epot; Requests that a 8ePlU'ate 
CB Detachment be commissioned out of this Sub-depot. to report to CHB Pele11u. 

3-22-45 - 1 J'eb 1 45 re}X)rt ot the 38th Reg. - 33rd CB located at Pelel1u. !lat. compl date 
is 1 Mar'45 - to be ret'd to States. 01nO 38th Beg. baa recommended that the non
rated personnel with 1e88 thAn 20 mos. BerTice be trt'd to the CBMU'a at Pele11u. 
The ACESPD PeleUu at present attached to the 33rd. ClI. In rie" ot the p0881bl 
departure ot the 33rd. it is recommended that the personnel ot the AOESPD be formed 
into a CB Detachment and ordered to report to the HB Pelel1u. 

3-23-45 - Tbe 33rd 013 haa departed Pele1iu enroute to U.S. (JanOoDlilOen. Peleliu .82.203 Marl45 
to Bupera) • 

4-9-45 - 33rd em schedUled to arrived Parka from overseas on or about 8 Apr '45. (Parks Sec 
report of draft movements dtd 29 Mar'45 to ]uper_) 

4-11-45 - 1 Apr l 45 report at 51at em - 31 enli.'ed II tranetel'l'ed froll the 33rd Ci, 301Jled 
53rcl OB on 17 Marl 45. 

33m O.!. 
4-20-45 - 33rd CB consisting of 15 off. and_ 75 men arrived Parka tram overseas 15 Apr 145. 

Parks TWX 162040 Apr'45 to Bupera) 
5- 3-45 - The 33rd OB inactivated 1 May145. (ParltB TWX 0l223O Mey'45 to lmISrs) 

5-17-45 - 1 Mar' 45 report of a:m.ro 503 - 41 M1l fro the 331'd em were transferred to cmtt1 003 
clur1~ Feb' 45. 

5-23-45 - 1 Mar 45 report of the 33rd CB - EmbarKed from Pelel1u tor U.S. on 3 Mar'45. 

:_- , .. _!V~..J) 



TATESIDE 
The 33rd Battalion was offIciall y entered ou Naval R ecords when it I'ecetved Its 

co ors fro m Ta. :T. G. Ware wile of the base commandan t on the a fte rn oon of 
October 18, 1942, on the parade g.rounds of Camp' BTadfor d, Virginia. But the story 
does not begin there. It begins in a hundred recr uiting offices , mostly in the 
Northea tern United Stales where a thousand men w ere in terv! wed, examined and 
screened, and a small note 'fa3 rd Bat t " m arked beside thelr names. 

These men were called to active du ty in September ot 1942 most of whom traveled 
en mass from New York to Cape Charies on a jerking miik train, across the Ches
peake Bay and thence t o Camp Allen where they were transformed, in appearance 
at lea t , fTom elvilians to sailors. F rom Allen they we re hel' ed to Cam p Bradrord 
and placed behind a wire mesh fence to se rve Ile cu stomary three weeks of de
tention and indoctrination-three weeks of lectures , close order d rUl, innoculations 
and Waiting. At the end of the detention ])erlod they moved a'gaIn, this time Into 
the elty of pyramidal tents across the road. 

Arter the colors were recetved and th e 33rd WII.S a complete, independent unIL, 
tlle battalion went through the three-week advanced training program set up a t 
Bradford wllich was of dubious value trom a technical training standpoint, but was 
a good start toward acquainting men and olflcers and to get th e reeJ of worklng 
together. 

E aTiy in November, a five-day leave was granted to all hands, but it was ove r , 
it seemed, aimost before it started . On November 13th three tratn~ of dirty coach s 
carrying the battallon left t he Diamond Springs siding near Camp Bradford and 
arrived four days later In Gultpol' , MissiSSippi. 

Livlng conditions a t GulIpol' t were a considerable Improvement over those at 
Bradford so that the stay in Camp Halliday was reasonably comrortable and pleasant 
but i t was cut short on Thanksgiving Day when 1he 33rd again received orders- this 
time to Cailfornia.. 

Six days of solid comlort aboard Pullmans with all the tTimmlngs across Louisiana, 
Texas, New ile. co and Arizona brought the battalion, 
Hueneme, a busiilug expanding, but prac 
where the 33rd wa to ship out n e first eg ot 

1'lbe'rty was grante every 0 hel' "i'iJgli't, lie nea..l'Oy 
place to see a show or get a beer, but Los Ange les, about 30 miles to the south. 
was the feature attraction. Everyone knew tbat hIs days in the States were few, 
and needless to say, made the most ot t hose liberties. 

The luevltahle orders ca.me and were pubUslled about December 15th, but there 
was littl e for the men to do save paci[ personal gear, say good-by to a few friends 
and board a Ship they could hardly pronounce tbe name of, not lmowing wbere they 
were going, what they were going to do, or when they would be back. 

on December 1, into Port 

lts excurs on 0 

own 0 xnar be g a goo 



Port Hueneme, Califo111ia, was the jwnping-off leap d into 1943. The New Year's eve celebratio 
poin for the 33rd Construction Battalion. Board on December 31 was lost when December 30 emerged 
ing the Mo tor Ship Somlll cisclylce, a Dutch cru:go into Jan uary 1 at t he date line. Nature, however, 
ship convel'ted into a b'oop transport at the beg'i - decided not to let the coming of the New' Year pass 
rUng of th war, and the U.S.S. H ercules, the bat unnoticed and sent a hurricane of no small propor
talion sailed on December 18, 1942. The SOlll 'lll eU;: t ion to greet it. The sto1n) rose in magnitude 
( ,II ,I' ore e maJ orIty orne O1i'lcers an d men of the during the night and all hands were ordered below 
battalion and some equipment, decks fo r their own safety. Late 
while the He1'cule wa loaded with in the aftel1100n of the firs t moun
the bulk of the equipment and tainous waves forced the H ('I ' 'uTe:; 
about ten men. out of yiew. The siorm [! ined mo

The weather was cool and the mentum through the night, rea h
ocean reasonably calm for the first ing its peal, about 1000 the f 1
few days, but as the ships ap l o~~ing morn ing when two 40-foot 
proached the equator the heat be launches, which. had been secured 
came more intense. Ventilation in to the fonval'd deck, bl'oke their 
the lower holds was poor SO that the lashings and crashed through the 
m en stayed topside most of the ra ilin 's into the sea. A number of 
t ime where they washed clothes, life rafts wel'e also ripped f rom 
read, "shot the breeze" lost OJ' won their moorings, but in late after
in Cl'ap games, "n ote letters, slept noon the sea calmed down, the sun 
and tool{ salt water showers to pass cam out and the hurricane was 
the monot onous days. 

Christmas day was gl omy, for 
thoughts of home and loved ones 
came back to everyone, but a good 
turkey dinner and devotional serv
ices conducted by Chaplain M. De
Wit t S~ fford help ed p ull the 
spirits at least a little out of the King Neptune, Ruler of iT,e Deep. 

depths. 
The ship crossed the equator on December 26 

when the veteran shellbacks whacked the rest of 
the gloom out of the pollywog membe 's of the bat
talion. The u'aditiona) ceremony was one of weir 
haircuts, gruesome opemtions, salty grease ball 
appetizers, hefty wallops 011 posteriors, and dous
ings in a salL water tank. When Davy Jones, King 
N epttme and his Roya] Court finished their handi
work, a thousand more crusty shellbacks were mem
bers of the Dominion of the Deep. 

The days slipped uneventfu1Jy by and, coincident 
with the crossing of the International Date line. 

The Bttnd Practices. O'Leary S .. pervise! the "Horse Races." 
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-------. 

The Magenta camp was set up about six miles from 
Noumea and adjacent to a small U. S. operated air
field which had at one time been a fashionable horse 
racing track The site itself, located in one of the 

many small ravines, 
was covered with short 
scrubby t rees which 
provided a little shade 
from the sun that 
seemed unbearably hot 
for the first few weeks. 

Unloading was slow. 
for the small dock. 
about fourmile from 
the camp. was large 
enough to receive only 
one tank Ughter or 
pontoon barge at a 
time. Once the equip~ 
ment was ashore, how
ever, the entire bat
talion turned to con
centrated \vork on the 
camp area and in a 
few short weeks, the 
camp was fairly liva
ble, except for the 
mosquitoes, which 
ranked just above the 
dysentery in nuisance 
value. 

While the battalion 
waTted'in New Cal~ 
donia for the orders 
that would send it on 

enough to see the town and all it Sights. New 
Caledonia was Vichy French, and Allied troops were 
not too welcome by the majority of the natives. 
Some shopkeepers were reluctant to sell their mer

&:. 

NEw CALEDONIA 


A 
Of=;. 

its first major assignment, 
minor jJro . ects were undertaken. Several steel ware
houses were erected at Point Chalieux near Noumea, 
reI1airs Wel:e made on the nearby air strip and an 
old race h'ack grandstand was converted into an air 
operations building. The work was of considerable 
help in orientating the battalion to operate as a unit. 

Liberty was permitted in Noumea~ but one vist was 

chandise and, if they 
did, chal'ged exhorbi
tant prices for what 
little they had. 

Everyone in the bat~ 
taJion knew a move 
was pending, but no 
one had any idea 
where it would be or 
when. Soon after the 
two ships had been 
unloaded, however, 
Captain Jesse Johnson 
told the battalion that 
it would soon be under 
way and that "we will 
not stop at Guadalca~ 
na!." Guadalcanal was 
then the only island in 
the Solomons that was 
in U. S. hands and 
the news that the bat
talion was to move up 
even further meant 
participation in an in
vasioll. 

On February 14, 
1943 about 650 men 
and officers of the 33rd 
boarded the U.S.S. 

Crescent City and headed northward in convoy for 
the Solomons. The other members of the battalion 
remained at Magenta to bring the battalion's equip
ment as transportation became available. 

Tension was high as the U.S.S. Crescent City as 
the convoy proceeded northward tlll'ough dangerouB 
waters patrolled then by Japanese submaI'ines and 
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planes. No small amount of Allied shipping already 

lay on the bottom in this same aJ.'ea. 
Three days out of Noumea, in the fading dusk, 

a number of parachute flares, probably fired by a 
submaJ'ine, burst over the convoy. As they sizzled 
down over the ships, 12 Jap torpedo bombers 
streaked down for an attack. A heavy concentration 
of anti-airc.raft fire threw a protecting curtain 
around the ships, and, though the Japs came in from 
all angles, not one could get close enough to drop 
his tin fish. 

One Jap, attempting to attack a nearby tanker, 
crossed about 50 yards astern of the C?'escent City, 
The five-inch gun on the ship's fantail fired one salvo, 
struck the J ap dead center and the plane exploded 
in mid-air into a thousand pieces. The sky and sea 
battle continued for 30 minutes. When the remain
ing Japs decided to head for home, the score was: 
Japs-five planes destroyed, three probably de
stroyed; U. S. convoy-no hits, no losses. no damage. 

Unloading Gear at Koli Point. 

ReJoftdillg ,or tlt/! RlISseIJ Int'4sion. 

~he convoy arrived at Guadalcanal the following 
morning and anchored off Koli Point. A camp site 
was quickly assigned on the beach and unloading be
gan immediately;. Since the "Canal" was orily a 
stagin point all gear was put into a large supply 
Tard close to the beach where it would be handy for 
reloading into the LCT's which were to tl'ansport 
the battalion and its equipment to the final destina
tion- the Russell Islands-some 6 miles to the nor 
west. 

The men worked in the most humid, hottest, most 
miserable place yet encountered in the Pacific. Gua
dalcanal was all this and more. Malaria was l'am
pant and a few weeks after arriving on the island 
the first victims of this disease were reported. 
Ftmgus infection and other tropical ailments hit the 
men in the battalion as badly. 

An introduction to "Washing Machine Charlie," 
the Jap night owl, who made regular bombing runs 
over Henderson Field, 15 miles from the 33rd's camp, 
came soon after the battalion's arrival on Guadalca
nat The introduction served also to acquaint the 
men in one lesson on how to get into a fox hole, but 
quick. 

On Februar 20 1943, ten officers and 226 men left 
Guadalcanal aboard LCTs bound for the Russells 
and soon after men and e uipment were being sent 
u almost dail in a small but stead stream. The 
last of the battalion arrived from Magenta March 
11 and on April 14 t e final LCT bearing the 33rd 
left Guadalcanal for Banika. 



Cocoanut Factor" Bombed by Japs. 

Sen-ices (HI Banik-a. TI,e 3Jrd's 9·Hole Golf Course. 

12 




Bille Beach. 

SteaR for S"pper. New Georgia Just OYeT the Hor;<:tnI. 
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The food aboard the C1'escent City was good, 
Living conditions were not too crowded and 
tension not so high as it was during the voyage 
to Guadalcanal aboard the /'lame ship earlier in 
the year, 

At Tuiagi a convoy was made up and proceeded 
south, stopping at New Caledonia where a few 
former members of the battalion rejoined the 
outfit, 

On December 1 the shi 
hal' or. amp was set up m ai ruralO ParK 
near Onehunga, a suburb about six miles from 
Auckland. A seven-foot stone fence surrounded 
the camp area but it was ineffectual in keeping 
either the 33rd inside 0 visiting youngsters out
side. Liberty was anted three out of four 
da s e all em.Jt The on y
restiic Ion. 

The New Zealanders opened theil' homes and 
their hearts to the "Yanks." Invitations to 
shows, dances, "tea" (which was founp to be a 
New Zealand tenn for dinner), wel'e 1riven the 

Aboard thl! Crl!!cml Cit,._ 

men of the 33rd by the highly hospitable 'lJGwis." 
The female population maintained the same 
friendliness and hospitalit , but in the interests 
of keeping peace on the home front, this subject 
will be discussed no further at this time. 

Long remembered will be Queen Street, Grafton 
Road, Government House, Rotorua, Hamilton, 
Piha Beach, One Tree Hill, the Civic and the bar 
at the cornel' in Onehunga. Also pounds, and 
shilling, warm beer, st ak aud "iges" the horse 
races, driving on the left, the Mauris and their 
customs, trams, "goodo," Cheerio," and "Are you 
Theah?" 

Late in December the battalion rented the 
Civic Theatre ballroom for a night and staged a 
$3,000 party that will go down in battalion history 
and probably in New Zealand history. Corsages 
wel'e provided for the dates, beer was plentiful to 
float down the chicken, and good music and floor 
shows offered the entertainment bacltground. 

It was in New Zealand that the first volume of 
The Log was printed but the book did not reach 
the battalion until the following August, 

The anticipated orders to return to duty came 
again and the battalion was packed and ready to 
leave on January 5, but the U.S.S. David Shanlcs, 
the transport slated to carry the battalion back 
to the Russells, was several days late in arriving. 
However, the 33rd made good use of this delay 
by sponsoring a series of nightly good-bye parties 
that were quite in keeping with the battalion's 
New Zealand reputation. 

Qu~~n Street, AllclrlaruJ. 
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LST in COltYoy. 

The IG",is W tide Ashore. 



• • • 

Abcye: Coral Pit at Night. BeI01ll: II /2.Yard Shoyelloading 
coral. Lower: Finished grade 0" a taxiway. 

Unloading SlIppli~. 



battalion showel'S were strictly stateside, with 
concrete decks, dressing ,'oom, and hot and cold 
water. 

The island was shaped like a thin horse-shoe, 
and the sheltered lagoon in the center made a 
good spot for sailing and fi hing. A moderate 
breeze, blowing most of the time, brought relief 
from the beat and made the night cool, but the 
moisture in the den e jungle was very heavy. 
Many natives were evacuated from the island 
soon after the invasion. Those "rho remained 
gazed in awe at construct ion machinery and ac
cepted rides in jeeps and tJ'ucks just for the pleas
ure of riding, not minding the walk back from the 
r ide. Wild pigs roamed the camp area and one 
called "Joe" became everybody's pet. 

Fl'Om July 1 to July 8 the battalion partici
pated in the Independence Day War Bond drive, 
and to its own surprise, purchased the otal of 
$104,825- nearly $100 a man. Over $40,000 
worth wa sold in the last five hours of the drive. 

Earl in J ulY the battalion was told that it 
was to go on another ,i 0 one at W OliTa take 

le a a lOll out of the outhwes ac l C lllto a 
new theatre. e 33rd was to be attached tot e 
T llrd Marine Amp lOUS 0 S an it was 
learned unofficiany tha the Datta IOn was t 
o rate with the F irst M"arine Division. TIloug 1 

1 was lsappom mg to fie en t on another opera
tion and not back to the States, it was indeed an 
honor to be teamed up with veterans of Guadal
canal and Cape Gloucester. 



-- ------

July, 1944, was another moving month for the 
battalion and the move was a welcome change. 

Boarding the U.S.S. Rotanin in a choppy sea 
off the Green Islands, the battalion sailed off to 
the south. Aboard the ship with the personnel 
was personal gear and construction squipment 
considered fit enough for another oper ation, but 
a troopship is a troopship, no matter how much 
or how Httle gear is aboard. A man did well to 
have a few feet of deck space to h.ilru!elf and an 
eat'ly spot in the chow line. 

After a comparatively short u'ip the move from 
ship to a new island camp was made. There, for 
the first time ovel'seas, the battalion moved into a 

Loaaing the 1m'asion Conl'0Y. Deck of LST in Co""oy. 

Crap Games Help Pan lite Time, 



Smokl! Rising From Orange Beach. 

giYen, last -minute letters hom were written and, 
in les than a month after arriving on the island, 
the battalion was on the move again . Except for 
approximately 180 men lef t behind in the rear 
echelon. the major ity of the battalion went aboard 
LSTs 222, 272, and 487, although a few scattel' d 
groups stayed with battalion equipment loaded 
aboard t ransports. 

Forced to sleep "top side" by rowded condi
tiOllS below deck, the men stretched canvas tal ps 
o er t,.,vo-by-four frames. The canvas kept out 
some of the rain and most of the sun but to the 
e cort vessels, done liT> in propel' Navy r ig, the 
LSTs in the convoy must have looked like the 
Ch'nese Na y. 

rn between naps under the tarps, the battalion 
ate as it hasn't eaten since. Steak , chops. hams, 
fresh potatoes, f resh fruits and fresh eggs flowed 
fr m the ganey. Except for the meals and a few 
condition reds, the trip was uneventful- just 
another sea voyage. 'as an excul'si~ to 
anot.her island where the exci tement would lZm. 
and the excitement was schedulea to star 011 
'S~tem ler - - ay. 

The phm, in general, was this: For three days 
prior to D-day naval war hins were to shell the 
island. Soon after dawn on D-da ,planes from a 
carrier task fo rce were to sweep ove}' the invasi01 
bearhes and important Japanese defense positions 
to strafe and born for two honrs. At H-hour, 
0830, F irst Marine Division men of the First, 
Third and Fifth Marine infantry regiments were 
to storm P leHu's southwestern coast. Amphibi
ou t rulJ( S, t rucks and tractors were to canoy the 
Marines and their supplies fl' m the LST , a t
tack transports and Riggin boats to the beach 
about 500 yar ds past the coral reef. Cranes, 
operating on pontoon barges, were to t ransfer 
cargo from the Hiyrrins boats and LCTs to the 
amphibious craft, The t hr ee Mar ine re~iments 
were first to capture the air field and then drive to 
the east coast to en the enemy's garrison force 
in two. The entire ODel'ation was expected to 
take three days, though a few skeptics predicted 
it wonld take s ven. 

Long before daWl1 on D-day, a the can oy 
approached Peleliu, all hands were UP. han!rillg 
from the l'ail, watching the pre-invasion show. 
Battleship Dnd cruisers were silhouetted in their 
0\ 'Il {fun flashes in the othen'\'ise Ditch darkness. 
As the shells burst on the island the flaring lillht 
threw the island outline momentarjJ~· into view 
which in the first light of dawn the outline re~ 
sembled a low, dark cloud on the horizon. 

The convoy maneuvered with the clock. Soon 
afier the sun came up. the com'o~' split in two-
oue-half formed a line straight for the Peleliu 

W recked Amtracts, 

beachhead, and the other half, of which the 33rd 
yas a part, headed south to veer later for the 

beach, 
The LSTs in the first group stopped a half 

mile off shore. Theil' huge bow mouths opened 
and fully loaded amphibian tanks and t ractors 
r olled from thei r stomachs, maneuvering into 
place to await the sig'nal to attack. 

The sea on the west side of the island was 
covered with ships and boats of every size as far 
as the eye could see. Battaleships, cruisers, de
stroyers, transports, cargo vessels, LSTs, small 
boats and amphibious cl'aft milled about in what 
looked like utter confusion. Some of the LSTs 
bOl'e fully loaded LCTs on their decks and the 
smaller Landing Craft-Tanks slid off into tI e 
~ea as the LSTs listed over on one ide. otll €1' 

LSTs carried standard pontoon barges and pon-

Orallge Beach. 

toon c useway sections on ei ther side of the hip. 
These were launched by cutting steel la hil1gs 
holding the pontoons h place. 

Then it stal'ted. Twenty LCIs, normally used 
to land infantry troops on beaches wherever pos
si Ie, formed a battleline parallel to the invasion 
beach and cautioll I, ' headed in. Five hundred 
rards from the beach tl e LCls fired a volley of 
roc "ets point blank into Japanese defense along 
the shore. The rockets spat and wooshed and 
flared into the invasion beach as amphibious craft 
astern of the LeIs fonned into waves. 

Circling overhead were swarms of TBFs. F6Fs, 
SB2Cs and SBDs awaiting the order to attack 
from theil' carrier bidden over the horizon. 
When the order came the nreworks began in 
earnest, Diving steep)y, the planes hlasted at 
Jap entrenchments with l'ockets and machine 
gUllS and wuug awa~1 in screaming turns to 
come back for more, Some planes skirted close 



Top to .!Jottom: ,uarineJ /tftIaiting orders 10 attack; all FBU 
drops a bomb Oil Bloody Nose: lookiug tlorllt from the airfield. 
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to the ground, just abo e the already sh redded 
coconut trees, to draw enemy fire, while other 
planes followed closely to knock out the enemy 
exposing their positions. 

The fighters and dive ombers, coming stl' ight 
for the ground from 10.000 feet, dropped their 
bomb load on pin-p int target and were away 
before the bomb C011cussion hit t heil' planes. 

By 0800 the southern end of the island as 
obscured in smoke from this terrific au' and 
naval bombardment. In the meantime, amphibi
ous craft, loaded with th e fir t waves of Marines 
churned and bobbed tlu'ough the heavy sud to
ward the coral reef under the wnbreUa f fi re. 
The LVTs clanked over the reef, the men in t he 
boats ducking low, and entered the call , danger 
ous 500-yard stretch of lagoon between reef and 
shore. The Naval barrage did not lift unti l t he 
amphibs were within 200 yards of the shore. 

The first two waves of Marines swarmed out 
on the beach a few minutes after 0830 and pushed 
rapidly into the scrub brush and undergrowth 
for several yards. The second wave folIo ed 
Quickly, but the thiJ.·d wave did not fare as well. 
Appal'en ly coming out of their underground 
fortification where they had taken refuge during 
the aerial and Naval bombardment, the Japs 
opened up on the third wave as it approached 
the beach. 

Machine guns and mortar sought the boatloads 
of Marines and their supplies heading relent e sly 
toward the shore. Mortar sh.ells lobbed do,vn 
rom the hills and dropped into the lagoon close 

to the L VTs, sometim s scoring di.rect hit . 
Geysers of sand and water shot up into the ail' 
to surround the small boats and tractor like a 
fore t of giant t rees. Machine gun slugs, patter
ing through. the water near the landing craft, 
puffed the lagoon into a bed of frotl.Y owers. 

Ou the ships. though t he me 1 watched il tel ly. 
it was difficult to ten how the battle progressed. 
Spouts of water and smoke ftom bursting mortar 
shell and the occasional orange string of a Ma
rine ftamethrowel' were the only visible indica 
t ions of activity on the beachhead. Dribbles of 
information ometime came from a coxswain 
whose boat pulled up alongside. It was evident. 
however, that the Marine were making headway, 
for it was possible to see men and suppJie Lln
load on the beach and disappear into the scrub. 

The sh re l?allY Qf t il 3 rd Battali 11 cousist
. of about 200 men nel two oft'fcers were 
aJel-ted at 0800 ut it was mia-afternoon erore 
the Hi oa moved a OD@1 e 0 tal{e t em 

The CausvviJ'Y at Orange Beach. 



flshol'e. The shore .J2.ru·ty wa to f Uow assault 
troops ashore tohandle fo iI an m lIui ion s 
it was brol]Ellt tOthe beach. A solid three-inch 
orange cu'cle, painted on their gl'een dungarees 
and helmet, was the hore party's insignia and 
cont rasted to the diamond in a rectangle painted 
on the dungarees of others in the fiTst echelon. 

Considered a part of the shOl'e party were fo 11' 
special groups of eight men each whose job i t was 
to man cranes mounted on pon toon barges. The 
cranes transferred cargo from Higgins boats and 
LeTs to amphibious trucks and t ractol" at the 
edge of the reef and wer e under Jap mortar and 
artillery fire pasmodically. Lat el", each crane 
operator and oiler received personal commenda
tions from General Rupertus, commanding the 
First Marine Di rision, while the remainder of the 
hore party l'eceived a joiut commendat ion. Also 

highly praised were m en of the 17th Special 
Conso'uction Battalion who landed at H -hour 
plus two and worked at the front lines with 
Marines fo r several da s. 

Only a t hird of the shore party reached the 
beach the "fi1" t da ·. Tbe r est hovered a.rouna 
the ree in 1 ns Doats durin t he ni h t or 
l'et1Jl1Wi. ~ " U 1 r ught them for the 
shortage of amphibious trucks and tractors, many 
of which were kn ocked· out by the intense Japa
nese fil'e during the da), made transportation 
scarce from the reef t o the beach. 

The battle raged through the night. The ai r
field, captured by t he Marines early in the day, 
was lost in the late afternoon when the Japs 
counter attacked and squeezed the Amer ican 
forces iuto a long beach strip barely 10() yards 
wide. All night Japanese mortar and art illery 
shells sought the crowded Marines who were by 
no'w entrenched in small shallow coral foxholes. 

D plus one found the Marines reorganized and 
the airstrip, the main prize of t he island, was 
quickly recaptured. It was evident now that the 
job of taking the island was not to be the push· 
over predicted by some. 

The remainder of the shore 
Peleliu on e mornm 0 
diately be an un o...a...ll'"on.....g=-aJ-l-T-;:.:;d~lS'-:t-l''i-ilbuting food 
W . a mmumtJOn. Tn the l1ex[7our a 
Iwwe r they assume a 1 lOnRT duties. 

.es \y 'e,.a2 avi1illii evera roulllior .e 33rd 
shore ~ were assigned to act as grave di :i!!g 
and.. tretcher earel' aetails. . was not an easy 
job, but they di I t w. lye them credit. 

On the reef, in the meantime. attempt s were 
made to beach the laden LSTs. If beached, am
phibious craft could enter the bow of the landing 
ship, load up with supplies and t hen drive off to 
the beach, but the coral reef was so jagged and 
uneven that it was decided to wait until cause-

Typical Terrain. 

Top /0 Bollom: Ptl~lill Airfield II til(' lal's/efl it; Blood)' 

Nose Ridge; Jal' {ield gtm ;/1 0 con? 
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Peleliu's Price W ttS High. 

of shells from I55-mm. "Long Tom" rifles set 
up only 50 yards behind the camp area. 

Bulldozers dug t renches three feet deep, 12 
feet wide and 80 feet long and r ows of pyra
midal tents, each tent attached to the next, 
were pitched over the tr enches. This gave the 
men living quarters below the surface of the 
earth as a precaution against surprise raids. 
Jungle hammocks, shelter halves and tarpaulins 
were scattered throughout the camp area, serving 
for sleeping uarters in addition to the tents. 
The galley, a long "circus" tent was set uJ? in 
record t ime and served hot meals and cold drmks 
on D plus six. A makeshift shower was also 
placed in operation. 

The Marines contin ued to drive the enemy 
away from the airstrip and to push them relent
essly into the hills. By D plus seven the Marines 

held the foothills to the craggy ridges running 
up the center of the island, but the Japs still held 
the ridges and wel'e burrowed deep into the 
natural and hand-dug caves that honey-combed 
the limestone and coral cliffs. The caves, en
larged by the Japanese for 25 years from the 
natural caves found in the l'idges, were inter
connected some constructed on several levels 
and wer~ well stocked with enough food · and 
water to withstand a long siege. 

Many of the caves were in the face of sheer 
cliffs and flame throwers and TNT were the main 
weapons used to dislodge the enemy from these 
posit ions. The flame throwers' searing, orange 
flame, fired at the mout hs of caves, filled the cave 
runways, swung around corners, reaching Japs 
who could not be touched by bullets. TNT, set 
off at entrances, closed the caves' mouths. Bull
dozers often followed each TNT blast to pile up 
additional coral and rock to insure a complete 
seal of the opening. 

It was a tough, grinding battle. The Marines 
could only crawl ahead from rock to rock, ex
posing themselves to Japanese machine gunners 
hidden in the cliff crags. Tanks were often of 
little aid; they could not go far in the rocky 
terrain and they could 110t get close to most of the 
caves. From a distance, however, the tanks stood 
off and pounded shell after shall into Japanese 
positions.

By day the Marines attacked using flame 
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Right Throllgh tile NOJe! 

throwers, maclline guns, mortars, tan]{s, hea\'}' 
artillery-every wea pon at their command, to 
crowd the ene111 ' into a smaller and smaller area, 
At night, they dug in and with the aid of para
chute flar es lighting the area, a ttempted to keep 
the Jap in the ir caves. The Japs, in the mean
t ime, fought fanatically to hold their caves and 
oft n went out the back door as rarines closed 
front entrances. 

Ou . of the battle came he wounded and dead 
and name: "Bloody Nose Ridge," tha t tells t he 
story for them. 

Wllile the bat ile of Peleliu was being fough t , 
the Army's 81 t Infantry Division attacked and 
secured the island of Angaur, a few miles south 
of Peleliu. Light Japanese re istence was en
countered on September 16, when the Army at
tac.ked t he is land, and it was only a few weeks 
until all resistence was wiped out. The Army 
division then moved to PeJe1iu in late October to 
relieve the Maril1es and f rom then on i t was the 
Army's show. 

For weeks the Army and Japs hammered at 
one another in "Death Valley,' along the "China 
';Vall," up and down the crags of "Prostitute's 
Ridge." in an out the valleys among the peaks 
of the "Three Brothers" and the "Five Sisters." 
Fin llY--. Qn l'{oYE>Dlber ~ 1~44 tJ 1 eaned 
ot t the last of the enem ' . stron holds and the 
IS ana "'as eclarea-offlcia y secure. Live Japs, 
however, were found in i olatea caves as late as 
January of 1945. 

Final casualty fig ures were: Marines: 1,022 
killed, 280 missing, 6.115 wounded ; Japanese: 
13,768 killed, 187 captured. 

The wreckage of J apanese inst.:'l.llations and 
equipment was every, here. Close to 140 planes 
not one without a few bullet or shrapnel holes, 
were counted on the island. Almost all of the 
hea,'Y bombers were found destroyed by e'ther 
U. S. fire or Jap demolition cre\ys but two Zeroes 
and one dive bomber, the best of the lot, were 
crated and sen to air intelligence for study. It 
was e\,dent from the number and types of planes 
a well as the great amount of equipment and 
supplies that the airfield had been a major one. 

Anti-aircraft guns of every calibre sUlTounded 
the field while radar units and large searchlights 
were potted at strategic locations. Bomb dumps, 

lOl'pedo maiutenanc shnl1s. plalH.' han!l'<ll·s. a111
munition magazines, spare palts warehouse and 
fuel tallks. all the lleces ary fac ilities for a major 
a tr ba e W 1'e found. 

A casual inspection of a fe\\' of the U nd 's 
main defen es made one understand why the 
Marines found this island "worse than Guadal 
eana l. " The al'ea north and \\"est of he airfield 
was covered with defense insta llations of e,'el'Y 
descr iption and size. Reinforced concr ete bomb 
shelters, of t~ 0 or three standard types, sLood 
amid the rLlins of the former Japanese arracks 
a rea and the town. oncrete pill boxes, some 
blll'ied deeply in the coral with on l~' slit s fo r 
machine g lU1S and rifles showing al)o\'e the 
grollnd, we 'e ill strategi positions. Foxholes 
and t renches were integrated among the pi lJboxe~. 
completing the defense syst m . 

The radio and administration building neal' 
the a ir field were evidently recent structure . 
Built above ground, the~' \;'el'e made of hea \; ]r 
reinfor eel concrete walls up to five feet in thi ck
ness vith one-inch steel shutters on the windows. 
Six to eight feet 0 earth and rubble were on top 
of t he buildings to pro'l' ide more protection against 

Upper: Jap Zero; /o'll'er, Not a pla'lf! . 'as /olmd Uti damaged. 
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Hand Patching. Major l(epalTs. 

Grad;/lg 

As the weeks passed and supplies reached the 
i land an i e plant was established. elect ric lights 
installed in all t ents, and the movie theatre, later 
named "The COl'a} Playhouse," played host to 
mel from out fits aU over the island. 

Early in October , a typhoon st ruck the island, 
and while it wasn't as s ere as the one en
countered coming across the Pacific from the 
U. S., it was bad enough. Half of the st ructures 
and tents in the camp, including the sick bay and 
several offices, were blown down. Constant work 
during the typhoon prevented more damage. 

On ember 10 the rear echelon who \Yere left 
behind at the stagm.£: ru'ea arrJ,rea 011 LST' 124. 

Hh t hem came tlie sea an autfie nags. f OUl' 
tons of fresh meat. ice cream freezers and mix. 
a considerable amount of beer and other luxury 
item. 

From then on it \Va' a down-hill pull. The 

Tn Sl!r"iu Aga;n . 

emergency 'k had be crum>~d 0 ..1hat 
PeleIiu Island could be Ised a &. .m&,jor base for 
the Philil2Pine mvasion and also to neutra lze 
the 60 00 a ssmr in t 11; N.QJ'tlw <' I nd 
o Yaj). BQmber and ijgbtet triI e.s took .!lITtill' to harass the enemy where they could find 

Work on the airfield bad been carried on around 
the clock, but in November was cut to a two 
eight-hour shift basis and later to a single shi ft 
with one day off per week for all hands. It. wa~ 
also in November that work on the hospital and 
nearly an of the other projects was CLl· from a 
two-shift to a one-shift basis. 

By the first of the yeal', living conditions llad 
hit a new high. The battaUon's 35-mm. Pl'O
jectors were showing top-notch featul'es almost 
every night to capacity audiences; fresh meat 
and vegetables were being served daily: beer and 
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80ft dl'inJ{s were being issued every other day; 
the latmdlY was put into full operation; and 
recreation facilities of every type were available 
at the large new recreation hall erected in the 
center of camp. . 

Christmas and New Years held varying de
grees of emotion and celebration for everyone, 
but in general, both passed without event other 
than the usual divine services and thoughts of 
home, and hope that the next holiday season might 
be spent in the U. S. 
~ ctio h q th..m iWover to work 

on ro 'ects of a semi- erma,n nt natur e with a 
consideraole nmn er of steel warehouses , Quonset 
huts and other ermanent tructures -oem
erected all willi conere e aec cs. OR S, OC { 

racmties water systems and camp SItes W e 
also assi~a to the ~rd u The en was III S1 t. 
l'£'""Was JUSt a case of l OW much t ne powers at 
be figured should be done before they wanted to 
let the battalion go. 

Shortly after midnight on January 18, two Jap 
barges which had sneaked down from Babel
thaup, succeeded in beaching and putting ashore 
about 60 Nips who had instr uctions to do what 
damage they could in the icinity of the airfield. 
Most of them were killed the following day, but 
the two who were captured had a strange story 
to tell. It seemed that all 60 of the r ading party 
were naval personnel who were on Peleliu when 
the Marines came ashore on D-Day, but had, by 
various means, escaped to the north. They were 
told that they had deserted theil" post and were 
being sent back to f ulfil l their mission, many of 
them without so much as a rifle since they had 
left them on Peleliu before. 

That raid, with the exception of a single float 
plane which had dropped two bombs one night, 
was the only attack of any type on the island 
from the outside since D-Day. The 60,000 Japs 
still left in the northern Palaus have turned to 
fanning, completely isolated from their homeland 
yet too bound by their training and religion to 
sUl'render. . 

Camp life in the 33rd, by then, had settled to a 
daily routine of work, eat, sleep and play not 
unlike stateside conditions except for one or two 
missing factors. Inspection of quarters was be
ing held every Saturday by the exec and an in
spection of arms and personnel muster every 
Wednesday afternoon. 

In FebIuarx. Commande . Corradi was awarcled 
the B}'onze Star for l~adinK. the battalion and 
mredmg operatlOns in the construction or the 
airnel on Peleli~ and a short time later S. H. 
Irn.neJ1iteri lmttallQn annorerJ was awarded t l:Je 
Silver Star fo' his work ill bomb and mine dis
]20 al in -connection 'th t tr' d taxlway 
construction. 

The scuttlebutt rose and fell with the tides, 
mostly centered around the subject of going home, 
but late in February it became particularly strong, 
for there were beginning to be many material 
indications that something was in the wiud. Then 
at the regular Wednesday afternoon muster on 
February 21, the companies assembled in the 
movie al.'ea to heal' a talk by Commander Corradi. 
In ten minutes he had told the story which was 
briefly this: The battalion was going home "very 

soon," but only those men \'ho would hav served 
20 months of continuous overseas duty by Mal'eh 
1 would he eligible to return with it . This ex
cluded the 250 men who had joined the outfit in 
February the previous ear, since they had com
pleted only 14 months. These men were to be 
t ransferred to other units. 

The 20-month policy apparently applied to 
officers as well as enlist ed 01 n, for by February 
26 there were only 15 officers left in the battalion, 
aU the others having been transferred to various 
other units. And of these 15, there were but 
six of the original 26 officers t hat left t he States 
with the bat talion . 

But even though the official word was out, it 
was t he genel'al opinion that it would be a matter 
of weeks before the final orders to bl'eak camp 
would come through as slripping was very un
certain. However on March l", the Ol'der went 
l!l2._ to pack up and ge rea y to ..&1l- but quicK. 
OIi1y Jlerson~l..Lear an 0 ce r ecords were to e 
t a Ten S'01l1atl5V fl'ie at emoon 0 t e fuir the 
331' battallOn w a oar £he 'U.S.S. President 

ohnson a nn ell' ast ook J.the ' ho ed at 
Yeleliu I sland. 

The great day had finally come. 
When the men boarded the Johnson, they vere 

told to prepare f or a journey of from t wo to three 
weeks which was considered a logical leugth of 
t ime to get to the U. S. , but it was over six 
weeks before the smp finaUy pulled into San 
FTancisco Bay. 

The S.S. P J'esident J'Ohnson, 15,000-ton super 
lUXUry liner- mighty queen of the Pacific- in 
1904!! About the only thing good ever said about 
the ship during the whole voyage was that she 
was headed in the right direction. She stopped 
at every harbor and milk station between Peleliu 
and San Francisco that was on her charts and 
had to have at least three or four days' rest at 
each one before malting her mad dash for the 
next. Only two meals a day were served with 
an inevitable spam sandwich at noon. The holds 
were hot and had little or no ventilation : fresh 
water was rationed even for drinking and was 
tUl'lled on only two hours a day; straight sea 
water was the only thing- available for shaving 
and washing. But despite the discomforts, the 
men were in good spirits, for the fact that they 
would soon be home was uppermost in their 
minds. 



Go/den Gille Bridge Was a Mighly Welcome Sigllt! San Francisco Harbor, 

On the morni t:!B' of Sunda , A ril 15 the 
me of the 33rd lined the rails of the President 
Johnson eering through a thick fog tll.:1.t chilled 
t heir bl.Qod th inned bv 28 months in the trQP.ics, 
But the didn't mind the col for in that fo.g lay 
the h ills of California-the United states of 
Americ.a. Slowly, the hills took shape, then the 
towel's of the golden gate bridge, and finally the 
ta ll, bea utiful bu ildings of San Francisco itself. 

Commander Corradi and His EXf!Cllu1'e Officer, Lt. Her/an. 

The Johnson lay in the bay for an hour or so, 
while the health inspectors, port authorities, cus
toms inspectors, and representatives of the Army, 
Navy and Marines looked the ship ov r for the 
usual inspection of incoming hips. Then aided 
by tugs, the J ohnson maneu\,ered into one of 
the San Francisco docks and began immediately 
to discharge the troops aboard. The S3rd as 
usual, was the last to debar k ettin off about 
1500 ~nd .w taken in busse to Camp PaJ.'ks 
about 30 miles East of San Fl'ancisc . 

The battalion was assigned to a Quon et hut 
area and the men lost no Lim in gettin fl'esh 

water showers un-del1Ydl'ated milk and a few 
icuold beers at the camp beer garden. 

The following morning Commander Conadj 
called the battalion tos:..ether and roke the news 
that the 33rd was to b decommissioned. It's a 
matter of conjec tire of how the news st ruck the 
men, perhaps the anticipation of oing home 
didn't leave room for many thoughts on the sub
ject. but there must have been very, very few 
hat did not feel just a little twinge of regret in 

hearing that the outfit that had rna e a proud 
name for it elf would soon be just a number in 
the "dead" ftles of the i~avy. 

Thursday was set c s the tentative date for the 
men's departure on leave, so it was a busy week 
of buying clothes, making out leave papers, call
ing home, buying plane and trail1 tickets, packing 
and segregating personal gear, getting paid. see
ing fl'iends, and aying last-minute good-byes. 

All hands received 30 day' leave plus travel 
time, and, upon expiration of their leaye ....ere t 
report in to major Naval Activities close to their 
homes for fmother transfer to Camp Endicott 
if they lived east of the Mississippi, and transfer 
back to Camp Parks if ther liYed west of the 
Mississippi. By Friday. the area was de el'ted 
except for the oltlcers, the yeomen, storekeepers, 
~nd a small clean-up detail . 



T Irl! Jo/msolJ lists to the port as all halldJ try to get t!reir first 
look at so",,, real .4 m"ricau wottle" on the dock. 

~1 haq been et as a tel tat ive date for 
actual decommissionin...&,. leaving only 10 da.'s to 
complete all th e paper work on the battalion and 
prepare the 331'd for a decent Ul'iaJ. Especiall 
busy dW'illg those ten days , ere the six per on
nel yeomen who had to complete transfers on all 

A 

The Baua/iQu's O ffi cers on arr;yal ;11 Sail F"mcisco . 

779 of the men whicl is no small job, However, 
knowing that they could not go on leave lmtil the 
job was fin ished, the paper work and a ll the de
tails were finally completed on April 30, and 
Commander Corradi signed the pape's notifying 
the Navy Department hat the 33rd Construction 
Battalion was inactivated. 

STripload 0/ Happy Seabee., 



331h Naval Construction Battalion 

Chronology 

18 Dec 1942 
6 Jan 1943 
14Febl943 

18 Feb 1943 

24 Feb ]943 

28 Feb 1943 
20 Feb 1943 

21 Feb 1943 
22 Feb-16 Apr 1943 

19Nov1943 
01 Dec 1943 
12 Jan 1944 
23 Jan 1944 
12 Feb 1944 

15 Feb 1944 
17 Feb 1944 

20 Feb 1944 
22 Feb 1944 

25 Feb 1944 
27 Feb 1944 

01 Mar 1944 
03 Mar 1944 

28 Jul 1944 

31 Jul 1944 
02 Aug 1944 

05 Aug 1944 

Departed overseas from Port Hueneme, California. 
Arrived Magenta Bay, New Caledonia. 
1sl echelon of 33rd CB, consisting of 18 officers and 650 men, left 
Noumea. 
1sl echelon arrived KoH Point, Guadalcanal. 
2nd echelon, consisting of 7 officers and 99 men, left Noumea. 
3rd echelon, consisting of 3 officers and 257 men, departed from 
Noumea, leaving 2 officers and 10 men. 
3rd echelon arrived at Koli Point, Guadalcanal. 
1sl echelon, consisting Of 9 officers and 226 men, left Koli Point 
for Russell Islands. 
1sl echelon arrived Russell Islands. 
Remaining officers and men, consisting of 16 officers and 788 
men, moved from Guadalcanal to Russell islands, completing 
movement to Russells. 
All personnel departed Banika Island. 
Arrived Auckland, New Zealand, for rest and rehabilitation. 
Departed from Auckland to return to Banika Island for staging. 
Arrived at Banika Island. 
Isl echelon of 33rd CB, consisting of 10 officers and 233 men, left 
Banika Island for Green Island. 
1sl echelon arrived Green Island. 
2nd echelon of33 rd CB, consisting of 11 officers and 798 men left 
Banika Island for Green Island. 
2nd echelon arrived Green Island. 
3rd echelon of 33 rd CB, consisting of 1 officer and 43 men, left 
Banika Island for Green Island. 
3rd echelon arrived Green Island. 
41h echelon of 3yd CB, consisting of 2 officers and 72 men, left 
Banika Island for Green Island. 
41h echelon arrived Green Island. 
51h echelon of33 rd CB, consisting of 1 officer and 7 men, left 
Banika Island for Green Island. 
151 echelon 33 rd CB departed Green Island and returned to 
Russells, leaving rear echelon of 1 officer and 18 men. 
1SI echelon arrived Russell Islands. 
2nd echelon 33 rd CB, consisting of 1 officer and 18 men, left 
Green island for Russell Islands. 
2nd echelon arrived Russell Islands, completing movement to 
Ruessells. 
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28 Aug 1944 

28 Aug-IS Sep 1944 
15 Sept 1944 
17 Nov 1944 

18 Nov 1944 
25 Nov 1944 

10 Dec 1944 

01 Feb 1945 

1sl echelon of 33rd CB, consisting of 24 officers and 859 men, left 

Russells for assignment with First marine Division. 

1sl echelon enroute from Russells to Peleliu. 

1sl echelon arrived Peleliu. 

2nd echelon of 33rd CB, consisting of 1 officer and 10 men, left 

Russell islands for Peleliu. 

2nd echelon arrived Peleliu. 

3rd echelon of 33nl CB, consisting of 2 officers and 167 men, left 

Russell Islands for Peleliu. 

3rd echelon arrived Peleliu, completing movement from Russell 

Islands to Peleliu. 

33 rd CB still operating at Peleliu, but men with more than 20 

months of overseas service scheduled to return to United States. 
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